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- Where to find out more

What will you get 
from this session:



What is an apprenticeship?
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Apprenticeship Levels

Apprenticeship 
levels:

Intermediate

Advanced

Higher

Degree

4

5 x GCSEs

2 x A Levels

Foundation 
Level Degree

Degree & 
Masters

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4 & 
Level 5

Level 6 & 
Level 7



Apprenticeship Categories
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Benefits of an 
apprenticeship

No debt!  
Employer pays 
training fees Ability to gain professional 

accreditations and 
memberships

Exposure to other 
training available 

within the 
company

Clear progression 
pathway through the 
company potential to 
move from level 2 up

Apprentices are 
employed and paid a 
wage – you can earn 

whilst you learn

Designed by 
employers to allow 

apprentices to 
acquire the skills 

they need to do the 
job.  Apprentices can 
apply their learning 
to real life projects



Choosing between university and an 
apprenticeship

• You can apply for both at the same time!

• Application and deadline patterns are different to 
applying to university

• University application open in December.

• Degree apprenticeships open October to May.

• All level apprenticeships can open at any time 
depending on the needs of an employer.

• Not the easy option!
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Choosing between university and an 
apprenticeship
•They are competitive.

•Consider applying for Degree apprenticeships all 
round the country.

• If you can't find a level 6 and you don’t want to go 
to university then consider applying for Level 3 or 4 
apprenticeships after A levels. This can be a good 
way of getting into the industry and then working 
your way up – e.g., Professional accounting or 
taxation technician - Accounting L4 >
Accountancy or taxation professional L7
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Recently Developed Apprenticeships

• Costs lawyer level 6 48 months

• Dental hygienist level 6 36 months

• Digital forensic technician level 4 24 months

• In Development

• Cognitive behavioural psychotherapist level 7

• Optometrist level 7

• Clinical research practitioner level 6
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Degree apprenticeship examples
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Civil Engineering Apprentice Level 6
96 UCAS points.  Other relevant qualifications and 
industry experience.
£14, 722.50 to £23,809.50 per year

Product Design & Development 
Engineer Degree Apprenticeship 
Level 6
A level in maths, Science or Engineering (grade 
BBC/Distinction Merit
£24,000 per year

ICT Systems Administrator Degree 
Apprenticeship Level 6

GCSE or equivalent in any 3 subjects grade A*-C, 
English & Maths D or above.  Other relevant 
qualifications and industry experience.

£33,366 per year

Full Stack Software Development 
Apprentice Level 6

A level in IT Related or Science or Maths (Grade B)

£21,000 per year
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New hourly rate from 1st April 2025

Apprentices £7.55

Workers aged under 18 £7.55

Workers aged 18-20 £10.00

National living wage for workers aged 
21 and over

£12.21

Minimum salary levels



Timeline of applying 
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• Most organisations will begin their recruitment processes in January or February for an 
August or September start date, but larger organisations will start earlier than this.

• If students know the industry they are interested in, they should start researching 
businesses within that sector around the same time as researching universities.  Check 
their career pages to see if they have apprenticeship schemes and when they open.

• Don't delay in making applications.  Closing dates may seem a long way away but once a 
business has enough applications they may close a vacancy early.  Students can consider  
using their university statements as jumping off point for their cover letter if the 
application requires one.

• Apprentices are jobs, so they come and go all the time.  Students should sign up to the 
www.findanapprenticeship.gov.uk website and set alerts for new opportunities.

http://www.findanapprenticeship.gov.uk


Timeline of applying – higher and degree
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Where to Find Out More



Where to Find Out More



Where to Find Out More



How to find an apprenticeship

Social Media

Friends and Family

Training Providers/ 
Colleges, Open days

Do your research

Search and Apply

Manage your alerts
Register on Find 
An apprenticeship

Direct via company 
websites 

To find an 
apprenticeship visit 
Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Apprenticeship vacancies Find an apprenticeship www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

UCAS Apprenticeship jobs (ucas.com)

Not Going to Uni www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/

Indeed  Apprenticeships Jobs | Indeed.com

Get My First Job  https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/

Opps in Leeds Newsletter Leeds City Council (govdelivery.com)

Yorkshire Apprenticeship Service 
https://yorkshireapprenticeshipservice.co.uk/

Resources for students, teachers 
and parents

www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/
Leeds Apprenticeship Hub | Inclusive Growth Leeds

Apprenticeship standards and those 
under development

www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/

National Careers Service www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

West Yorkshire Learning Providers www.wylp.org.uk/

Hundo - free online space  - Create 
your avatar and explore 
apprenticeship providers and 
employers in Leeds

https://www.hundo.xyz/events/leeds-fair/1
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http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://uk.indeed.com/Apprenticeships-jobs
https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKLEEDS/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://yorkshireapprenticeshipservice.co.uk/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/
https://www.inclusivegrowthleeds.com/leeds-apprenticeship-hub
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
http://www.wylp.org.uk/
https://www.hundo.xyz/events/leeds-fair/1


The recruitment process

• What might you need to do? Could include - application form, CV, covering letter, online 
tests, phone or online interview, an assessment day, a face to face interview

• Include interests, skills, qualities and work experience in your application



Help with applications and finding your 
skills

• The STAR method https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/interview-
advice/the-star-method 

• National Careers Service skills assessment 
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/skills-assessment 

• Application forms https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-
advice/application-forms 

• Applying for apprenticeships 
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/applying-apprenticeship 
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https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/interview-advice/the-star-method
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/interview-advice/the-star-method
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/skills-assessment
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/application-forms
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/application-forms
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/applying-apprenticeship


Employers offer apprenticeships
to those who...

• Have knowledge of the industry they are applying to enter

• Show an understanding of the skills needed for the job

• Can demonstrate they have those skills/willing to learn

• Show an interest and knowledge of the business they are applying to

• Would you be able to prove/demonstrate that you MATCH the role 
description/required criteria?
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Next steps
• Speak with careers advisors in school and/or the job centre about what you want to do next. They 

will be able to help you decide your next steps

• Research the sector and industry of the apprenticeship you are interested in

• Have a look online at apprenticeship vacancies and decide which apprenticeships you want to 

apply for

• If you are ready to apply for an apprenticeship vacancy you can begin your application. Speak 

with teachers, work coaches, friends and parents and carers who may be able to support you 

with your application

• If the business that you want to work for doesn't offer apprenticeships

- ask them to enrol you in one!



Employment and 
Skills YouTube 

• Subscribe for videos about 
apprenticeships and our careers 
events 

• Leeds Apprenticeship Hub | Inclusive 
Growth Leeds

A picture containing text, electronics, computer, human face

Description automatically generated
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A picture containing text, electronics, computer, human face

https://www.inclusivegrowthleeds.com/leeds-apprenticeship-hub
https://www.inclusivegrowthleeds.com/leeds-apprenticeship-hub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtKAykikDveZZCgRlJ5DIUQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtKAykikDveZZCgRlJ5DIUQ


Leeds Apprenticeship Recruitment Fair



Thank you

Any questions?
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